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A City with Unique Character

The City of the Blue Mountains is uniquely located in a stunning, natural environment on the fringe of Australia’s largest city – Sydney.

Development in the Blue Mountains dates back to 1813 following the crossing by Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson and the building of the Bathurst Road in the following year. 

Today, it’s community is made up of around 75,000 residents who live scattered across a total land area of 1,432 square kms making it one of the largest land areas (and therefore one of the lowest population densities) local government areas in the greater Sydney region. The area is a mixture of small, isolated and rural communities and large, urbanised centres such as Katoomba and Springwood

About 70 per cent of the area is incorporated into the World Heritage Blue Mountains National Park, with approximately only 11 per cent of the total land area in private ownership and available for human settlement.

Because of the dispersed nature of the towns and villages and its residential nature, a strong sense of community has developed amongst its residents resulting in high expectations in regards to the environment and the provision of services such as recreational facilities and access to libraries and other facilities.

These characteristics, combined with the factors listed below, add substantially to the costs of the Council in its ability to provide to the community a large range of services and facilities as required by the Local Government Act 1993.  

$640 million of facilities in your City!

A wide range of services and facilities are provided to the community and in order to do so, the Council owns and manages a significant portfolio of infrastructure and built assets which is estimated to be worth around $640 million. 

This includes 29 sportsgrounds, 66 public toilets, 31 RFS & SES buildings, 637km sealed roads, 62 playing courts, 34 bridges, 105 parks, 493km kerb & gutter, 6 libraries, 9 cemeteries, 127 bus shelters, 15 commercial buildings, 7,296 drainage pits, 160km footpaths, 189 litter bins, 5 skate parks, 2 visitor information centres plus much more.

Much of the City’s infrastructure dates back to the period of growth in the 1970s and 1980s. It is therefore around 20 to 30 years old and is now in need of major maintenance or renewal.  

The Council has a responsibility to adequately maintain the facilities its owns and manages however, because of external, economic factors, costs for maintenance has increased. This has resulted in a growing shortfall in funds available for renewal, replacement and maintenance of existing facilities and infrastructure which is estimated at an additional $116 million over the next 10 years.

Ribbon development along a transport corridor

Extending east from Lapstone to Mt Victoria in the west, and with Bell, Mt Wilson and Mt Irvine to the north, the residents of the Blue Mountains live primarily in the 27 towns and villages dotted along 100 kms of narrow ridgeline, primarily running alongside NSW’s major east/west road and rail corridor. 

The unusual nature of the Blue Mountains region is well illustrated in the below aerial photo:
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To ensure the majority of the residents of the Blue Mountains have access to services, many facilities and infrastructure are duplicated across the City.  For example the City supports five pools and six libraries, which is more per capita than other comparable sized NSW Councils. This is also true for: 
· Bridges

· Roads

· Toilet blocks

· Waste management facilities

· Cemeteries

· SES & RFS buildings

· Drainage channels

· Bus shelters

· Parks

· Skate parks

· Admin and depot buildings and

· Halls and other buildings.

Providing such a large number of facilities and infrastructures is at considerable expense to the Council.

A major tourist destination

Because of its great natural beauty and its close proximity to Sydney, the City is a major international and national World Heritage tourist destination with millions of visitors each year. Tourism is the City’s major industry and creates much needed local employment. The main tourism towns are Blackheath, Katoomba and Leura where many holiday homes, hotels and B&Bs can be found. 

To meet the needs of the millions of tourists and visitors, and to support the local tourism industry, the Council provides and maintains, at substantial cost, a wide range of facilities and infrastructure such as walking tracks, toilets, information centres, reserves and lookouts. 

Highly bushfire and storm prone

Surrounded on all sides by a beautiful, natural environment the City is particularly vulnerable to bushfires, as much of its settlement is located on exposed ridges in close proximity to combustible bushland.  In addition, the region is highly susceptible to storms – including wind, snow and ice.

As a result, an extensive resourcing of bushfire and emergency preparedness is required and the Council owns and manages 30 RFS and SES stations plus one emergency command centre. The Council also funds some of the services provided by both the RFS and SES and must maintain many kilometres of its own fire trails. 

Primarily residential

The area is primarily residential with residents making up around 96% of ratepayers. Business makes up 3.8% of ratepayers and 0.4% is farmland. 

The majority of the councils in the greater Sydney region have major business or retail centres which pay a substantial percentage of the rates income (for example in Liverpool and Campbelltown City Council areas business contribute over to 25% of the rates revenue though business is only around 5% of the rate base. This is in contrast to the Blue Mountains where business ratepayers pay 7% of rates revenue.

Ageing population

In line with Australia’s ageing population, the City is also experiencing a growing number of elderly and frail residents who require additional services and the alteration of facilities and infrastructure to ensure accessibility. This is an increasing and additional cost for the Council. 

Conclusion

As a result of the above factors, the Council is facing a number of key challenges and the proposed Special Variation to rates is one of the proposed solutions to these challenges of:
1. Existing facilities and infrastructure

· Looking after our extensive portfolio of existing facilities and infrastructure to provide the services that the community expects and needs at a satisfactory for everyone.

· Funding the estimated additional $116 million over 10 years that is required to maintain the facilities in this portfolio which are ageing and in need of repair.

2. Bushfire and emergency preparedness

· Ensuring a high level of emergency service capability for a region at great risk of bushfires and storms.

· Funding an increased level of emergency responsiveness to ensure a safer community.











